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Below the light &=
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(photosynthesis),
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¥ Between 50 and 800 meters i
:? depth (or more), the animal s?%f;f_ ;
"‘ forest reaches its highest “
splendo
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No movement, no life: the oceans can be
considered an hydrodynamic machine that
never stops, allowing the particle transport |
po k.. T T .

CURRENTS

\\ tide-surf = shelf-break
w  oscillatory @ resuspension
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Why the forests of the sea are
SO |mport_ant’?
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. Nursering effect: the forests of the sea are a
~  key habitat for the first life stages of many

| species
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They feed and shelter vagile
secies of commia nterst

- —t__ : .

. o~

Euromarine ANFORE




FRASRN e " Ve, L L%
The forests of the sea are =
biodiversity hotspots .
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Nutrient cycling is one of the key factors that
has also to
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E Anlmal forests are important
tourist attractions
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The destruction of three
dimensional alive structures
Is faster than our knowledge

of t




" Ecosystem simplification




fog abundance
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Jackson 2001 PNAS

What we are withessing
iIs a great loss of
vertebrate and
bioengineering (long-
lived) species
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Euromarine ANFORE
working group (Tricase
Porto, Salento; ITALY)

Aims: create a wider
network, present an
H2020 Project, and write
perspective/position
papers
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Milestones

WG 0: Network Coordination

We1: er mapping, biogeography and
WG2: Trophic ecology, benthic-pelagic
coupling and dispersal

WG3: Historical ecology

WG 4: Direct and Indirect threats

WG 5: Natural Capital, ecosystems functions
and services

WGE: Conservation and restoration

WGT: Communication, networking
and citizen science
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