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This overview:

• Wider landscape, ATLAS & call for proposal

• Objectives

• Consortium

• iAtlantic regions & expedition plans

• Project structure & leadership

• Open to collaboration
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Oceans are on
the agenda 

2019 1872-1876
150th anniversary
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• Abyssal temp ↑ 1◦C within 84 years
• O2 declines in areas deep-water formation
• Up to 40-55% ↓ in POC flux in some regions
• Rapid pH ↓ at bathyal depths

www.eu-atlas.org
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2016-2020 
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• 70 researchers and 10 PhD students employed
• 34 Offshore research expedition
• 60 ATLAS publications with 74 in preparation 
• Media reach 85.5M persons with coverage including 

BBC (Radio and TV), Sky News, The Times, The 
Washington Post, The Guardian, and NPR podcast

• https://www.eu-atlas.org/resources/atlas-library

www.eu-atlas.org

https://www.eu-atlas.org/resources/atlas-library
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Synchrotron reconstructed images

Changing Oceans
Research Group

Skeleton protected by tissue Skeleton exposed to dissolution
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[B] 2018-2019 - Assessing the status of Atlantic marine ecosystems
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1. Ocean Observation
2. Ocean Mapping
3. Ecosystem assessment
4. Capacity Building
5. Sustainable Management

Objectives
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Objective 01 - Ocean Observation

Standardise South and North Atlantic Ocean observations to enable 
short, medium and long-term assessments of Atlantic Ocean 
circulation and its physico-biogeochemical environment.
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Objective 02 - Ocean Mapping

Map deep and open-ocean ecosystems at basin, regional 
and local scales.



www.iatlantic.eu

Objective 03 - Deep & open ocean ecosystem 
assessment

Assess the stability, vulnerability, and any tipping points of deep and 
open-ocean Atlantic ecosystems to changes in ocean circulation, and 
effects of single and multiple stressors.
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Objective 04 – Capacity building

Align and enhance human, technological and data inter-operability 
capacities for cost-effective cooperation and planning across the 
Atlantic.
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Objective 05 – Sustainable Management

Define requirements for sustainable management with industry, 
regulatory and governmental stakeholders to reflect societal needs 
and inform policy developments that ensure and encourage a 
sustainable Blue Economy.
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4th Intergovernmental Conference
23 March – 3 April 2020

https://www.un.org/bbnj/

https://www.un.org/bbnj/
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33 beneficiary partners
€10.6M budget

10 international associate partners
€30M programme of 32 offshore expeditions
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Beneficiary 
Partners
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International
Partners
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Chart illustrating the density of ARGO floats (grey circles) and
positions of transatlantic monitoring arrays (black lines) providing
oceanographic data to iAtlantic. Dashed white lines illustrate tracks
of iAtlantic cruises with the two S Atlantic Demonstrator Capacity
Building cruises iMirabilis and iCorsage shown in red.

Expedition coordinators

Cova Orejas (IEO) Boris Dorschel (AWI)

July – October 2020
Inc. transit seabird & 

marine mammal observers

Q2 2021
Inc. “Ahoy, all hands on 

deck” training
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Advisory Board
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iAtlantic embraces collaboration

• Funded alongside TRIATLAS & AquaVitae (2019) and Mission Atlantic & 
AtlantECO (2020)

• AANChOR coordination support action

• 5-6 Feb 2020 All Atlantic Ocean Research Forum Brussels

• Links between iAtlantic Fellowship and Atlantic Ambassadors

• Working group on UN decade of ocean science

• Builds upon H2020 ATLAS project (2016-20)
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