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“As part of the European Green Deal, we will 
present a Biodiversity Strategy for 2030. Our 
environment, our natural jewels, our seas and 
oceans, must be conserved and protected 
Europe will work with its global partners to 
curtail biodiversity loss within the next five 
years. I want us to lead the world at the 2020 
Conference of the Parties to the Convention on 
Biological Diversity, just as we did at the 2015 
Paris Climate Conference.” Ursula von der 
Leyen, 2019

Resolution to be voted in 

European Parliement on 16 

January 2020 

•The need for a global legally 

binding agreement to protect global 

biodiversity 

•An ambitious EU 2030 Biodiversity 

Strategy setting legally binding 

targets for the EU and the Member 

States.

•A target for at least 30% of natural 

areas on land and sea to be 

protected and effectively managed 

and 30% of degraded ecosystems 

to be restored at both EU and 

global level.

•An EU-wide legally binding target to 

restore degraded habitats by 2030, 

through restoration of natural 

forests, peatlands, floodplains, 

wetlands, biodiversity rich 

grasslands, coastal zones and 

marine areas.

European Commission expected to 
announce the 2030 Biodiversity 
Strategy at the end of February



EuroMarine – marine science hub 
for European and global SPIs

• EuroMarine: consortium of 
institutions for marine research

– Research

– Capacity building

– Innovation

• Support policy/decision making 

– Individually each partner/researcher

– As a network

• Opportunity – Science part of 
Science-policy-society mechanism

– As a network

EuroMarine 2020 GA

European Policy
MSFD and other marine directives, 
fisheries, environmental directives

Global
CBD, UNCLOS, SDGs (14)

Science/policy platforms 
Assessments and other 

methods to analyze, 
summarize and digest 

knowledge at the request of 
policy makers

IPBES, IPCC, World Ocean Assessment

European Mechanism, 
SAMs

Science Policy platforms



 EUROMARINE and IPBES – Functions 2020-

• Official stakeholder - Science hub for marine BES
a) Lobby for marine assessments/marine part of assessments – For WP2

• Through national representatives, and stakeholders

• Through experts (scoping and writing)

b) Engage the marine community

• Disseminate and communicate results

• Call for participation in working groups, assessments, reviews

c) Identify and nominate experts (authors, review editors) 

– For new Assessments : in scoping phase : Nexus and Transformative Pathways

d) Support national representatives

• producing briefs and recommendations  - for rolling Work Program 2 

e) Support the workprogram and working groups

• providing topics, organising meetings/workshops, databases, publishing 
papers, providing training

Invasive 
species, 
Sustainable 
use of wild 
species
Values and 

valuation



Other ongoing important processes for 
marine biodiversity 

• UN Decade of Ocean Sciences for sustainable 
development (Healthy and resilient oceans)

• UN Decade for Ecosystem Restoration
• UN Convention of Biological Diversity – Post 2020
• UN Convention on Climate Change
• UN Sustainable Developmental Goals
• EU Mission Oceans
• EU Green Deal – Significant increase of attention 

on biodiversity (?) (besides climate)
– New Biodiversity “HUB”?



Project timeframe: Jan 2016 – Jan/July 2020

I s a b e l  S o u s a  P i n t o  ( C I I M A R - U P ) , J u l i e t t e  Yo u n g  

( C E H ) ,  M a r i e  Va n d e w a l l e  ( U F Z ) ,  A l l a n  Wa t t  

( C E H )  &  t h e  E K L I P S E  Te a m

w w w . e k l i p s e - m e c h a n i s m . e u

A flexible mechanism for evidence-informed decision-

making affecting biodiversity and ecosystem services 

European scale IPBES like Mechanism



T h e  E K L I P S E  V I S I O N

To hand over this mechanism to the 

wider community once established

To build an innovative, light, 

ethical and self-sustainable EU 

support mechanism for evidence-

informed policy on biodiversity 

and ecosystem services

Ethical infrastructure

Joint evidence activities

Bottom-up, self 
organising process Strong focus on 

networking



• Difficult for researchers to 
know how to engage with 
policy (or be acknowledged 
for SPI work)

• Huge amount of science 
that is potentially useful to 
policy but under-used 

W h y  t h e  s c i e n c e  n e e d  f o r  

E K L I P S E ?



• Accountability issue with 
funders increasingly 
demanding policy impact

• Engagement in science-
policy processes gives 
researchers better 
awareness of what 
research is policy relevant 
and, therefore, increases 
funding competitiveness.

W h y  t h e  s c i e n c e  n e e d  f o r  

E K L I P S E ?



It aims to:

1. Answer key questions from policy and/or society by 
mobilising and synthesising the best available knowledge 
and experts

A b e t t e r  s c i e n c e - s o c i e t y - p o l i c y  

m e c h a n i s m

1. Answer key questions



1. The EKLIPSE approach responds directly to 
policy and other societal actors' knowledge 
needs through regular Calls for Requests

Ad v a n t a g e s  o f  t h e  E K L I P S E  

a p p r o a c h



2. The EKLIPSE approach frames questions 
directly with requesters to better understand 
what knowledge they need, for what purposes, 
in what timescale and with which resources

Ad v a n t a g e s  o f  t h e  E K L I P S E  

a p p r o a c h



Initial request (IUCN and Swedish Board of Agriculture): 
How to improve biodiversity results of 

greening measures in common agricultural policy?

Reformulated request: Understanding Farmer Uptake: What measures 
are most promising to deliver on supporting biodiversity and 

ecosystem services in the next round of the Common Agricultural 
Policy (CAP)?

E n s u r i n g  t h e  r i g h t  f r a m i n g  o f  t h e  

q u e s t i o n



Impacts of Electromagnetic radiations on wildlife 
including fauna and flora
Requester: Buglife - The Invertebrate Conservation Trust
Duration: 7 months
Outputs: Webconference (60 participants from 19 
countries), 2 Final reports. 
Media coverage: > 15 articles

F o r e s i g h t  R e q u e s t  o n  E l e c t r o -

M a g n e t i c  R a d i a t i o n  

F o r e s i g h t  R e q u e s t  o n  E l e c t r o -

M a g n e t i c  R a d i a t i o n  



A b e t t e r  s c i e n c e - s o c i e t y - p o l i c y  

m e c h a n i s m

3. Create a responsive 
and active network 

Network of Networks? 
New network?



3. The EKLIPSE approach builds on existing 
knowledge and links requests for knowledge to 
the most relevant knowledge holders

Ad v a n t a g e s  o f  t h e  E K L I P S E  

a p p r o a c h



A b e t t e r  s c i e n c e - s o c i e t y - p o l i c y  

m e c h a n i s m

4. Improve citizens’ engagement 



S o c i e t a l  e n g a g e m e n t  r e q u e s t  o n  

v a l u e s  o f  n a t u r e

The diverse values of nature and 

integrating them into decision-making 

Requester: ClientEarth

Duration: 12 months (from Scoping to final 

report)

Outputs: 3 Science Cafés, 1 Final report



Ethical Infrastructure

13 measures 

EKLIPSE as a whole package 

5 functions:

1. Answer key questions from policy 
and/or society by mobilising and 
synthesising the best available 
knowledge and experts

2. Identify current and future 
emerging issues of policy makers 
and citizens related to biodiversity 
and ecosystem services

3. Create a responsive and active 
network of experts and knowledge 
holders across Europe that get 
acknowledged for providing their 
knowledge

4. Improve citizens engagement in 
SPI activities

5. Link up with international SPIs 
such as IPBES, SBBSTTA-CBD

Governance structure 

Strong focus on networking

Network of Networks, Capacity 
building



H o w  i t  i s  d o n e ?  - G o v e r n a n c e  

s t r u c t u r e

Knowledge Coordination Body 

(KCB)

Secretariat

Strategic Advisory Board (SAB)
10 members 

(policy, society, science)

Expert Working 

groups 

Advice on 

choice and 

application 

of 

knowledge 

synthesis 

methods

Advice on policy relevance of topics 

and strategic issues

Support in planning, administration 

and communication

Support in administration 

and financing of work

Method Expert 

Group (MEG)
9 Members

Formative Evaluation

Set up and 

coordination

Decision maker’s + coordination

Day to day work

Advice



H o w  i t ’s  d o n e  - p r o c e s s  o f  

a n s w e r i n g  a  r e q u e s t

3b

Call for Requests

Screening and selection by KCB 
with support by SAB

KCB: Knowledge Coordination Body

SAB: Strategic Advisory Board

Ensures request is
Relevant & answerable Scoping & 

Framing the 
Request

1

Call for Knowledge

2

Consultation & 
involvement of  

Stakeholders

REQUEST

3

3a

Agree on 
Description of
Work (DoW)

Call for Experts Public

3b Selection of 
experts by KCB

Creates
Expert Working Group 

Interdisciplinary
geographical balanced

Extended peer-
review & open 
consultation

Develop Protocol of Methods
and Approach

Protocol 
Review

3c
Public

Draft Synthesis

Synthesis
Review

3d

Extended peer-
review & open 
consultation

Public

Final Synthesis

4

Final Products

Dissemination 
Material

Targeted public 
dissemination

PublicPublic

View Request Film

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eGvz4cBJEWI


O u t p u t s  a n d  l e g a c y  o f  E K L I P S E

Capacity building (webinar, 
Training courses, summer school…)

Policy Requests:
- 3 calls for requests            
(15 selected requests)
- 5 completed 
- 8 in the process ((3 

in Scoping, 3 In 
draft synthesis, 3 in 
review) 

- 2 stopped

Tools 
- Knowledge synthesis 

methods
- Guidance notes 
- Practical guide on 

organising Horizon 
Scanning activities

Foresight activities
Webconferences & 
workshops reports

Ethical infrastructure
13 measures

EKLIPSE processes



EKLIPSE 
works for 

RESEARCH

E K L I P S E  w o r k s  f o r  p o l i c y  a n d  

r e s e a r c h

Engaged with over 500 scientists, 
practitioners and decision-makers  

Increased researchers’ knowledge 
of policy processes

Increased researchers’ scientific 
networks

Led to researchers demonstrating 
policy impact 



EKLIPSE 
works for 

POLICY

E K L I P S E  w o r k s  f o r  p o l i c y  a n d  

r e s e a r c h

Based on years of research on the 
challenges of the Science-Policy 
Interface

Provides outputs that decision-
makers need 

Relevant format and timescale

To the highest standard

Following robust and transparent 
processes



Future after 2020(1)

• Is “adopted” = managed by a 
network/institution – ALTER NET

• OR

• Is adopted = managed by a network of 
networks (partnership) – Alter net + 
Euromarine + others 



What roles and responsibilities can Euromarine take 
by joining the EKLIPSE Network of Networks?

• Act as an EKLIPSE Ambassador by sharing the EKLIPSE calls (e.g. 
calls for requests, calls for knowledge, calls for experts, calls for 
capacity building) and related information (e.g. final reports) within 
your own network via the regular communication channels, and 
beyond via specific science-policy-society interface activities

• Act as an EKLIPSE Knowledge Broker by providing data and 
information, as well as thematic and methodological expertise via 
its membership or the network’s own infrastructure, and by 
supporting capacity building on engagement into the mechanism 

• Act as an EKLIPSE Core Partner by taking an active part in the 
management of the future mechanism, providing tools and 
infrastructure and contribute to the continuous improvement of the 
mechanism via evaluation processes



Act as an EKLIPSE Core Partner
• “Taking an active part in the management of the future 

mechanism” - what does Eklipse need to continue to function?

• Secretariat
• Support for activities (travel, meetings of KCB, working groups)

• KCB members

• Benefits for Euromarine as core partner
– Visibility in the science/policy interface (wider)
– contact with decision makers: DG R&I+ DG ENV + DG Mare
– Appoint members of the decision making structures:

• Selection of activities to be taken up
• Oversight of activities

- Supported by 
- requests
- Donors
- Projects



T h e  E K L I P S E  V I S I O N

To hand over this mechanism to the 

wider community once established

To build an innovative, light, 

ethical and self-sustainable EU 

support mechanism for evidence-

informed policy on biodiversity 

and ecosystem services

2020



T h e  “ E K L I P S E  u n d e r  ALT E R - N e t  +  

E u r o m a r i n e ”  V I S I O N  

To promote a culture of evidence 

informed decision making?

To manage an innovative, light, 

ethical and self-sustainable EU 

support mechanism for evidence-

informed policy on biodiversity 

and ecosystem services



Other initiatives Euromarine could 
promote

• Integration of Ocean Observations with 
increase of Biological Observations 

• GEO BON/MBON – Marine Biodiversity 
Observation Network (GEO Blue Planet and 
GOOS)

• EOOS – European Ocean Observing System

• AtlantOS – Atlantic Ocean Observing System
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• EKLIPSE continues to test, learn 
from and adapt the approach so 
it is fit for purpose

• EKLIPSE will hand over this 
legacy to the broader 
community as a self-sustained 
mechanism post- January 2020

E K L I P S E :  W h a t  c o m e s  n e x t



C u r r e n t  r e q u e s t e r s



5. EKLIPSE approach is building its activities on a
strong Ethical Infrastructure and a strong focus 
on networking and institutional support

Ad v a n t a g e s  o f  t h e  E K L I P S E  

a p p r o a c h



A s t r o n g  e t h i c a l  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e



4. EKLIPSE includes a Methods Expert Group, who 
have identified 21 knowledge synthesis methods, 
and suggest the most relevant methods to 
match requesters' needs

Ad v a n t a g e s  o f  t h e  E K L I P S E  

a p p r o a c h



M e t h o d s  E x p e r t  G r o u p



A b e t t e r  s c i e n c e - s o c i e t y - p o l i c y  

m e c h a n i s m

5. Link with international SPIs 

IPBES
IPCC
CBD - SBSSTA


